tin Region 5 Citizen Advisory
Mee*™™ Council Meeting

08/12/2008

5:30 PM to 9:30 PM
Fish, Wildlife & Parks
2300 Lake Elmo Drive
Billings, MT 59105

Meeting called by: Gary Hammond

Type of meeting: Citizen Advisory Council Meeting

Facilitator: Bob Gibson

Note taker: Dianne Stiff

Attendees: Greg Keller, Doug Dreeszen, Mike Whittington, Da@tarles, Doug Haackq,

Dan Aadland, Dale Vermillion, Harold Guse, Doug dabann, Ray Mule’,
Dianne Stiff, Bob Gibson, Jim Darling,

Absent: Shawn Todd, Dan Dutton, Bob Willems

Agendatopics

5:30-6:00 p.m. Welcome, Dinner & Conversation Gary Hammond

6:00-6:45 p.m. Issues of Concern CAC Members

6:45-7:00 p.m. Pictograph Caves State Park Update Doug Habermann

7:00-7:15 p.m. Region 5 New State Park, FAS WMA Project Gary Hammond
Update

7:15-7:30 p.m. Break

7:30-7:45 p.m. Harboring Wildlife Issue Presentation/Discussio Ray Mule’, Harold

Guse, Gary Hammond

Welcome, Dinner & Conversation Bob Gibson

Discussion: Bob went over the evening’s agendh @iuncil members.




Issues of Concern CAC Members
Discussion: Doug Haacke

Doug Dreeszen

Gregory Keller — Nothing.
Mike Whittington

Dale Vermillion

Gave an update on the Bighorn River. After tworged negotiating with Wyoming over the Bighorn
River flows, we are showing nothing for our effor&ven though senators Baucus and Tester are

approachable, take our phone calls and do whasWwenathing changes. Doug has called Shane Cuitgn

begin legal proceedings. Doug asked membersyfdhe interested in dropping Shane an e-mail,tto le
Doug know and he’ll get them Shane’s address. D@asgchecked into the modified flood control

operation (VAR Q) at Hungry Horse Dam, and is wogkio establish this type of model at Yellowtailetd
least we would know where we stand when it comegater levels.

Is FWP aware of and going to be involved with theaming BLM scoping meetings regarding oil and gas

drilling? -*Yes”
Asked about the monitoring of stream flows on thest\Rosebud. There was a small surge, but Jim

Darling is hoping that with such tight operationadtraints by PPL on Mystic Lake that maybe onlg on
two weekends would be involved with this annually.

Congratulations on the land acquisitions. Woulchige to have positive comments hit the paper first
rather than after these acquisitions...

Doug is a member of the Montana Chapter Associatioild Sheep, which is involved with and suppd
the Pryor Mountain bighorn sheep herd. This hgdittrd allows for 3 tags to be available every yhat
sportsmen apply for. The Wyoming Game and Fishahaabitat program on the Yellowtail Wildlife
Management Area wildlife. There are 2000 domegtats being used for clean up which are only 3 %
miles away from the bighorn sheep. With the ElkrHoighorn sheep die off recently, we are concerne
that we could have a huge die off in the Pryor Matmherd. We never got anywhere with a meedimd
letter to Wyoming, and will be holding another miegtto try to work out a solution. There is anathe
private meat goat operation on private land locétedile into Wyoming on Gypsum Creek.

Doug wondered about the decrease of antelope iareas because of blue tongue disease and if their,
permits were cut down? Most of his contacts drevatelope tag and didn't notice the change. Ray
Mule’ indicated that the quotas of either sex tagsome districts were cut in half, and the doeffaags
were cut out. They are finding that the blue tandisease causes reproductive failure the nexigpo
the surveys were really low for fawns. Ray febkt the population should get back within 2 to 8rge

As a member of the Montana Wildlife Federationdhée to kept alert on the spreading of brucefiosi
from elk to cattle, as there seems to be a streegeaction on these issues. Legislation will nliksly
be introduced.

Been receiving wonderful feedback on the accesgisitiqn that FWP has recently successfully made gn

in the process of making. Keep up the good work.

The Billings Rod and Gun Club will be holding aikgtive candidate forum for all legislative caratiels
on August 20, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. All of the pulidiénvited to attend. This will allow candidateslaance
to inform sportsmen on where they stand on issttsam emphasis on bridge access, how to strength
the block management program, and access. Theleae@slwere told ahead of time so they could sen(
a written statement if they cannot attend.

He has received comments about the Yellowstone&wason District. The fisherman’s point of view
tends to be that YCD views the rivers as irrigatiater. They do think that YCD is doing a very dgob
on the Yellowstone River.
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* In Sweet Grass County there is a lot happeningrallgas leasing on state and BLM land and he’didike
find out what is happening. Jim Darling will gafarmation to Dale.

» Mark Henckel had an article in the paper on felkdavading boots. With the spread of didymo aldghe,
Aqua Stealth boots are the alternative for feledallgae spreaders. FWP may want to keep an eyésog
one. Eileen Ryce is the contact for these concelims Darling indicated fisheries managers disedghis
at their manager’s meetings.

David Charles

» He's received positive comments on acquisition fameh bowhunters. He's also heard of some concerfps
on the impact of brucellosis disease from elk.

Dan Aadland

» Dan has concerns about the Gallatin Forest Trdaeal froposing to open the Meyers Creek and Lodggpol

Creek to motorcycles when we have built a decdnpepulation in that area. He’s afraid the elk wiid
up on private land. The Gallatin will still takeraments, and if anyone would like to comment, Dam ¢
provide you with their e-mail address. The CuBtaest Travel Plan is now closed for comments.

» Question regarding block management? In a watllg area can you use horses? Answer — is upeto
landowner and could go either way.

A report from the Yellowstone Conservation Distigcthat the council is very concerned about athét has beery
recently introduced by Senator Tester and BauaitsTitout Unlimited sponsors. The bill as writteaves out
conservations districts as if they don't exist. pihg to get the bill revised as it talks about forginew groups.
Dan will send out the conservation districts e-raddiress if anyone would like to comment and sheir support
for our local conservation districts.

Action items: Agenda ideas - Eileen Ryce, Aquhligsance Person responsible: Deadline:

Species Coordinator — didymo algae; Gallatin Fordsavel plan. | Gary Hammond Future CAC
Meetings

Pictograph Cave SP Update Doug Habermann

Discussion: MT Fish, Wildlife and Parks are builglia visitor center at the Pictograph Cave Statk $tte. FWP
has finished a 95 % review on the building plamsl it should go out for bid tomorrow. A companyiea Tailor
Studios is the interpretive planners for both Rjcaph and Lewis and Clark Caverns. Tim Urbania§\M
Billings, has 3-D of the cave showing 106 origipaitographs that were on the cave walls. Theegeniatural
seepage that goes into the cave system that copdhe pictographs. Tim was able to position 6thef
pictographs and has produced a wonderful postireasite. Construction of the visitor center skdegtgin in
early October 2008. In addition to getting artifaaxformation and photographs of artifacts from thaversity of
Montana, Bureau of Land Management, and the Monthstarical Society for the interpretive part oéthisitor
center, the entire trail interpretation guide Wil revised.

Action items: Spring 2009 CAC meeting to be hdltha new Person responsible: Deadline:
visitor center. Doug Habermann Spring 2009




R-5 New State Park, FAS, WMA Project Update Gary Hammond

Discussion: On August 14, 2008, the decision eatidl be posted on Holmgren FAS located 6 milestigam
from Columbus. This goes to the FWP Commissionusti@8 and the State Land Board on September 1.
finally made contact with Burlington Northern redeug the railroad crossing. We'll hopefully hawestsite
acquisition, completed mid-September and then &alevelopment. Melding of wildlife and parks weswv the
successful acquisition of the Circle R Ranch oamlirrThis site is officially called the Yellowstokidildlife
Management Area and Yellowstone River State P@ening will happen on September 1, 2008. Curyentl
developing interim parking area and will be usi29®,000 to upgrade the road. Because of roadwhek;oad all
the way to the BLM property will not be opened tiglvay. That will happen after completion of ragarading.
Will begin working on the state park planning pre&soon. Dust abatement has been completedgtiweagie in
process of being made, and developing maps. Ri&eFAS now belongs the State of Montana. Thes\sas
placed to the top of the list for development, ikat parking area, and will be working with DOTdevelop a
good hard surface and turn out lane by 2013. Bakimg to Joe Maurier about the Meinhardt propént is 170
acres on the Clarks Fork of the Yellowstone. Wedéd to know by the end of August. We are waitonga
resolution on the Twin Bridges legal ownership ésstight below the railroad.

Action items: Holmgren FAS Acquisition, Yellows®WMA, Person responsible: Deadline:
Yellowstone River SP, Riverside FAS, Meinhardt Femby Gary Hammond Ongoing
Hunter Education Issue Bob Gibson

Discussion: Anyone born after January 1, 1985 tiasge a hunter safety card. There are recipagaements
with several states, but Montana does not havexdgional card. In Montana you have to attend jgask a
weeklong class, attend a hands-on field day ansl @asandard Montana test. We will have an ordpten for
everyone 18 and older that can take an online edhis fall, pay $20.00, pass the state test asm dttend a
hands-on field day. The online course happenadydar for bowhunter education and was well reckivhere
are still some kids that cannot pass the tests @dilld be caused by various reasons like theyraable to read or
comprehend test questions, shyness or test arotetycomfortable with the multiple choice, truegiaformat.
The problem is we still have kids that cannot ghsdest and need to take the field course. Gtkamples are
down’s syndrome, apraxia, and cerebral palsy. ¥Wkdome cases of this last winter. Montana anet ctiates
define legally mentally disabled, but have no psan for them to hunt. Those born before Januafy®85, don't
need a card. There is a legislator here in togyorasenting two families who want to create a [ziowial
certificate. This certificate would be used wherirestructor could see that the student knows tifsgest matter
and a responsible adult would accompany them.

Questions and concerns — define responsible. rSbdalepartment is not taking a stand on this Mhat do you
mean by a responsible adult or chaperone: Hurmtec&ion? Hunting License? Permit? What is allde&elp
and what is their level of responsibility — legdldes it have to be a parent or neighbor? Eaglentlasked and
this will need to be defined. Define accompanideéhforceable? Minnesota does have provisional $iesn

Mike Whittington — If the kids cannot take the téstwhatever reason, then someone has to make the
determination. Who will that be? The Hunter Eatign instructor?

Doug Dreeszen — This is a public safety issue too.

Ray Mule’- Are they capable of understanding thgutations? Are they at the level of understandihghether
they know what they are doing out there?

David Charles — FWP has the authority to make #terchination if the kid should get a license.

Action items: Following this piece of Legislatiafter drafted. Person responsible: Deadline:
Bob Gibson 2009
Legislative
Session




Harboring Wildlife Presentation/Discussion Ray Mule’, Harold
Guse, Gary Hammond

Discussion: Reviewed the history of the 5-weelsspathe game damage assistance state statut@ 3 dnd
ARM Rule 12.9.802. Presented the elk populatiends in Montana. Elk populations have tripled sitie mid-
1970’s. A little over a third of the populationas private land, which are unavailable for publimting.
Ranching of wildlife is looming out there. Managamof cows doesn’t work without enough huntingsgree,
and the bull elk leaving. Statement from the 5+&Eason:

“Although FWP intends to manage elk within the feamork of a 5 week season, where game damage ariteri
apply, all EMU’s have the option of special eadyasons, an extended general season, or specigté&gens.
However, seasons outside the 5 week general séasoework are not intended to be solutions whetéttng,
other paid hunting, or land totally closed to husiter with severely restricted access compromisegl public
access during the general 5-week season.”

The pressure on public land is pushing the elk dmqrivate land where they stay. Minimal pressur private
land would get the elk distributed back onto thbljgdand.

Gary asked the CAC to keep their wheels turningifitiity come up with any ideas to give FWP feed#tbac

Action items: CAC members are to give ideas toyGar Person responsible: Deadline:
Hammond. Gary Hammond Ongoing
Wrap Up & Schedule Next Meeting Gary Hammond

Discussion: The Gallatin Travel Plan and Custevél Plan came up as possible topics for the next
meeting. Pointed out that legislation should keefttus of the December meeting with the director’s
office attending. The next CAC meeting is on Deben8, 2008, 5:30-9:30 p.m.

Action items: CAC members are to send any sugdeste | Person responsible: Deadline:
topics into Gary Hammond. Gary Hammond Ongoing




